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Pastorodos Corner

Who moved my altar? You may have noticed that the altar was recessed

slightly over the weekend. I't took practicallyy

solid blocks of hardwood! Why the move? A couple of reasons. The firstis to

eliminate O6foot trafficd in between the tabernafcl

Jesus is truly present in the tabernacle and often times servers and extraordinary
ministers of holy communion have their backs turned toward the tabernacle. By
moving the altar back, it restricts movement between the tabernacle and the altar to
just the priest, as Church documents recommend. With more space in the front of the altar, the various
ministers can complete their tasks without irreverent body posture toward the Eucharist in the sanctuary
space. When all of us see reverence in the sanctuary, we grow in our love and appreciation of the Blessed
Sacrament iwhi ch is the very Love of God, Jesus® true presence
worship.

The second reason is to enable the celebration of the mass from either side of the altar for when we have mass

in the Extraordinary Form on First Saturdays (according to the 1962 Roman Missal). This month on the first

Saturday, we had a sung mass in the Extraordinary form and, as | mentioned before, it was very well

attended (about 100 people) and 3 extra hours of confession were needed! This revealed to me a hunger in our

community that, as shepherd, I need to be attentive to. It
community massd since both English and Spanish speakers pra
Latin isndt everyonebo

to admit the Churchoés wisdom in using Latin in Mass for so
meanings don6t change over ti me. I't also isndt ibelesl desre the
particular way to the Catholic Church (Hence, we are called
helpful when we come together as many different cultures to pray. We set aside our own cultural biases

(American, Mexican, Japanese, French, South American, African, etc.) and come together into the one

culture, the one language of the Church. All divisions should cease in the Eucharist. What a powerful sign of

unity to pray together in one language as one people!

This is why we have used Latin mass parts at our od6all commu
to do so. The Second Vatican Counci l document on the Litur
that the faithful may also be able to say or to sing together in Latin those parts of the Ordinary of the Mass

which pertain to themd (Sacrosanctum Concilium 54). you
sacrifice to make for the sake of parish unity. (There are videos on YouTube that you can listen to for

practice if you need!) Our world is so divided; as a Church, we need to give witness in our worship and our

parish that race, culture, and | anguage do not have fitheHayepa
Spirit unites all the languages of the world and makes them intelligible in the one family of the Church.

May the Holy Spirit bring unity and peace to your families this Thanksgiving. Truly, in Jesus Christ we have
reason for endless thanks (which is what Eucharistia means!) God bless you all!

Fr. Mark Bentz
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Make this evening a part of your ADVENT
commitment to drawing closer to Our Lord!

Pl ease call-7TB&@64Bdé&l F er amo H 4JNi
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Pl ease join us as we bedlin the Season of Advent
Wednesday, November 9, 2017
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